Fi-Cslacs [LIGRTRING

wo years after South Island powerboat
dasigner Frank Simpson of Fi-Glass Boals relaunched
his Warrior design, he has relaunched another of his
early designs: the Lightning.

The new Lighining & basicully o smaller sister (o the Whirrior.
Lake the Warrion, its restyling wais also a team ellfon with signil-
ecant dnput on the ball and mould constrection from Frank
aimpson’s sons, Gl and Michael.

Courteay of Dave Hanks from Cambridge Marlue, we had been
given the chance to take the new Lightuing for a review amd comn-
pare the performances of two outboards from Memury Marine:
the two-stroke carburctted 115hp model and the Intest technolo-
gy fourstroke Shp carbureticd model from Mercury.

Chriging

Lightings thundered onto the powerboat scene in 1968-69 as
Frank Simpson’s mcing boats - he has o photo on his office wall
showing just how well they went. The demand for more comfort
led 1o a fibreglass cabin top being bolied on, known in these days
as sl Hh“'"'"'-i: with @ hid

By the time 1972 had rolled along Simpson had designed a one-
piece caban and deck mould which made the boats slighily Gister
io bk, and look hke they were meant bo be a cabin boat,

With the cabun adced, the Lighinings wene sold in two models:
the deiuxe versaodi with all the bells and whistles and o stardosd
viersion, which i thoseé doys of anderstatement, meant the fish-
g mioded

When the larger Warrior model camie along i 1977 the deluze




Lightning was dropped from proshsction. The cheaper, standard,
bare timber finished, fishing version comtinued in production
until 1979, The eady Lightnings, which had a build of 450 boats,
had lnsted for 10 years and had sold well.

To prosmode the Lightning nnme, the Fi-Glass Lightning ski
boats were powered with 135hp Mercury outhoards and supplied
free for the waterski mationals for thiee vears,

This early Lightning model was o populor waterski  baat
because of the geperous intemal volume for its length so the
whole famly coald throw in the ks go somewhere for a phenic
nndd enjay n sk before heading home. The new Lightning codtis.
ues this take-the-family philosoply

Deslan

The new Lightning kis more tum down on the chine, with big
ger Nats on the after sections, than on the Warrior. 1t has more
foiring of the hull in the undervater central sections, but hos the
snme benm as the new Warmior, with o “whisker of a difference™
in the cockpli arca.

Undemecath there are two planing strakes cither side of the decp
keel. The hull has o :Z-dcz:,n.'c dicadnse at the ransoimn and a var-
able deadinise munming [orward 1w o e enoy. The overal] lengih
of the Lightning is down twe feet on il Warrior, and features the
sung distingtive scalloping of the hull wopsides,

Accommesdation/decor

The Zm x 1.8m carpet lined cockplt uses its width 1o give buoy
ancy aft, more than enough o handie the slightly extra weight of
the Mercury four-stroke usad i our lest, There 15 ample storage
in the wide sade trays - which take skis. standard fishing rod racks
undemeith the coamings and underfloor between the two for-
ward seuls for four dive bottles.

This abvlity to sl things awny maintaing the impression of
roomy cockpil. Twin pedestal seats would mean one less seal bin
EYET MOME Too0

The driver has a fully sdjustable Softrider pedestal sear, while
the passenger has a back-to-back upholstered leather-look e
with storage undemeath. Either quarter at the siemn has 3 small
seaf, remavable for when fighing and using the elescophs swim
ladder mounted on the portofing stem,

."'l.:lll:l;.!:'ll: CHRPArimEms proy ide |1urr!.':|r-;; v ether sude of the con-
tral locker and in foam-filled compartments under the banks in
the Forward cabin. The fuel tank 15 under the cockpit oo

Handling

We reviewod this new Lighming with the 115hp two-siroke
Adercury and the new release Wihp Mercury fourstmke. The con-
ditions were Mt on Lake Kanporo, Rowing o waler skring would

Anchoring is done from elther the walkround deck or
through the big slde opening hateh, The anchor lotker open
to the aide, bul has a niche moulded In for the anchor warp.

have heen baerler RHEL LT it under the tl-1-1.l.'l1l.' '.h'll‘ih_'l'iIIE leavies
ol the locnd pnpl:m: we made do with the conditions

Sitting ot the helm was comfortable and sheltered from the chill
sty air, bt atill pravided good visibility forward and to cither
gide. The forwand h|i.1|:li|1g cabin top drops away from the screen
|'|l.'||:-||.1_|: the forwand '-'i\-lhili.l.'\:' yel shall Eives gnd:u_l headrmom
when siling below. There was no need to stond ol it was timse
for s (o pal Ehie boat bock onbo 1is Erailer

The sieering was light and predictable as we pui the boat
through hurd fumns, with the hull mainstaining s grp on the biock
witer. The boal preferied minoing Galsly Mat o the calm wates Al The cabin has a big entrance way, with the helm position
slivwer speeds the Mat afier sectiomes larmed e water down efliec- alongside. The softrider helm seat is adjustable, aliowing
Lvely as it lelt the clilne, the driver to stand If he wanis. We found thai driving the

The |:-||I-:-|i|||| slerm wil s |1I,:I,I-:|'i||'|l,:} showed little uigu of boat !IH-"HI'IQ o, WS II.I-|-1 ns good, especially sesing a3
wanting 1o bury itsell when going astem. Its winter!




Comfortable on the DMW traller, the underwater shape of
the Lightning can be appreciated. The deap ves hull has
two spray rafls eihar side of the kool with a wide spray
chine which flatlens oul at the (ransom

Modive power

The chance (o sea trial o brand new boat and engine combina-
tion 15 always approached with anticipation, and here we were
with the old and the new lined up wgether. Thanks to the effi-
sienies of Dave Hanks at his Cambridge Manne workshop and
his efficicot technician Brian King back in the waorkshop, the
Lighiming had an expeditious engine change to enable us to trial
the same boat with different engines in the one day.

First out was the 1153hp Mercury two-stroke. This technology
his been the basis of the outhoard motor industry, but is under
threst from emission control regulations which recognise the two
stroke s downssde; its exhaust cmissions,

To comply with ew noles and regulations world wide which
will lienit the use of two-strokes on the water, Mercury and cther
enging moanufaciurers, have explored different engineering in
outhoard power, One of these is the four-stroke technology
which, as in the auwie engine, has hitle or no odl emission when
underway.,

How would the extra weight of the smaller capacity mestor
affect the performance - or would i just come down to dollars, in
capinal cost and fuel economy?

These guestions we sel oul o answer, from the comfort of the
Lighming

Ohir comparison figures were prepared (or us by John Menzies
of Dieselerft Evaluations on a calm Lake Kanpiro,

The pccelerution differences, with two people on board, was
unexpected, oo, The four-stroke pulled the boat out of the hole
faster, only being passed by the two-stroke when it really got
working on all four cylinders 10 seconds ller

The Mercury 115 has what Mercury call a 242 facility where
the motor wses two of its four cylinders for smopther idling and
trolling, below 1800rpm, bringing all four cylinders into play
when the revs pass the 1300 mark.

The slightly beavier four-stroke seemed to st the Lightning set
up. Being broad in the beam for her length with plenty of buoy-
ancy in her afler sections, the Lightning showed no alteration in
irim with the hemvier motor, and should find favour with owners
for this reason as well,

Sem drial
A chince 10 [urther review the performance of (his new model
in the open sea came o week later when we took the Lightning,

The already roomy cockpit has space saved with its big ski
width trays either side, and the bullt in rod holders under
them. Further storage for dive bottles or fishbin is between
ihe passenger and halm seala,

with the 90hp four-stroke engine, for 4 i outside the Touranga
Hirbour,

Conditions were typical wind apainst tide st the harbour
entrance which left big holes between sudden crests as the tide
rushed oul to sen again,

Poking the anchor fairlead, which extends beyond the stem, imo
the back of one of these sudden monsters made use of the fine
entry sections, The boat swooped up on its buoyant bow section,
popping the bow up and out of the sea without even wetting the
foredeck,

After negotiating this tarbulent water with coution, we found a
half metre sea with breaking crests mnning further out. Beam-on
ond o maderate speed the Lightning's motion was comfortable,
umdl again the dacks staved dry,

Tuming into it, the deep vee of the hull really began to work as
the boat thumped through the woves. The boat ran well before
these building seas, with the bow showing no tendency to bow
seer of broach, down the face of a wave, While at times some of
the water looked like it was going 1o dump right on us, the
Lightning pushed up and over it all. The two small seats in the
sem were the only sign of rough water. Here is where the bow
spray lands when working i the rough seufl,

Conclusion

The new owner will have o weigh up several factors when
comparing the two engines, with the price al purchase time being
the most serious factor for many. Paying $2.400 more for a four-
stroke compared to a two-stroke engine which bums more petrol,
but is still acceptable to opernte in this country, is a lot of petral
in anybody®s language, and may prevent the “clean green™ alter-
native from being a serious contender on this rig.

Chn the other hand, having an enging that produces lots of torgue
from the star, and one that is quicter from oawiside the boot, while
giving the owner the confidence that he is doing his thing for the
L"n"l'imn.”:lﬂlll |1'|ﬂ:|' I1L'1'I'|'l" ik “'i]'ll'l,l'_'l'

The Lightning is a handsome boat, well finished, and its space
will prove popular with boating families. The roomy intemal lay-
oul is great for fishing, while the upholsiered finish and cosy
cabin will appeal 10 those who want to just eruise. The enormous
underfloor locker will casily carry water skis, dive botiles, or a
picnic basket/chilly bin following the legacy of the first
Lightnings fram 30 yeurs ago, when a family day out was on the
water in their Lighining.
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Story and plotures by Mike Huntor
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